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A CONFIDENT FAITH FOR CONTROVERSIAL TIMES
3.  “Develop a Faith Perspective on Suffering”
Scripture: Hebrews 2:10-18
Theme: “The suffering and victory of Jesus inspires Christians who are going through tough times!”              
Introduction

Looking once again at the controversial times we live in and the need for Christians to have a confident faith, we see the focus of today’s belief systems and hear the questions raised.  In our postmodern culture we find people deeply spiritual, but not focusing on the truths of the Christian faith. Instead, much of the spiritual beliefs of today center on angels, the God within you, the power of your thoughts, etc.

The key question that troubles so many-young and old-today revolves around the issue of human suffering.  The following simple syllogism articulates the problem of suffering:

“If God were good, He would wish to make His creations perfectly happy, and if God were almighty, He would be able to do what He wished.  But the creatures are not happy, therefore, God lacks either the goodness, or the power, or both.”

In the day in which Hebrews was written there also existed certain belief systems and questions that challenged the Christian faith.  In this section, the author concludes his focus on Jesus as superior to the angels and gives a proper perspective on the suffering and death of Jesus as the solution to all human suffering and deaths. 
I.  JESUS: THE AUTHOR OF SALVATION   Heb. 2:7-13
1 By quoting Psalm 8:4-6, what did the writer of Hebrews remind his readers concerning man’s created position in the universe?  2:7,8
· When sinful man is compared to fallen angels, how does sinful man have greater hope?  Jude 6; II Peter 2:4; Rom. 5:8  Heb. 2:16
2 Through sin, man lost his glory, according to 2:10 what did Jesus restore to man by His death and resurrection?
· Who are Jesus’ brothers, (vs. 10, 11) men or angels?    
· Why did we need someone with flesh and blood like us—not an angel—to die in our place?  Ezek. 3:18

3 What does Christ do to qualify a person for membership in the family of God?  2:11    
· How did Jesus make that possible?  II Cor. 5:21; Gal. 3:13            

4 By quoting Isaiah 8:17,18, what does the writer tell his readers what Jesus has done?  2:12-13                  
II  JESUS:  THE SOLUTION FOR SUFFERING  Heb. 2:14-15
1 Instead of stepping away from suffering or rationalizing its existence, what did God in Christ do instead?  2:14; John 1:14
· How did the suffering of Jesus make Him perfect as a Savior?
· How could the death of Jesus destroy him who holds the power of death?       Gal. 6:23; Col. 2:3-15; II Cor. 5:21
2 Jesus’ death “freed those who…were held in…death.” 2:15.    How did Jesus do this for us?  John 14:1-3; 11:24-25; I Cor. 15:20-22, 54-57                        
3 What qualifies Jesus to become a “merciful High Priest?” 2:14-15
· How does this qualify especially enable Jesus to help believers when they face suffering and time of temptation?

III  PERSPECTIVE: THE GLORY IN GROANING  Heb. 2:16-18
1 How can suffering affect a Christ like character?  Ps. 4:1; John 15:2; Romans 5:3-5;           Heb 12:7
2 How can suffering enhance dependency on God’s presence and promises?  Is. 43:1-3;         II Cor. 1:8-9;  4:17; James 1:2-4; I Peter 4:1
3 How  can suffering equip believers in developing compassionate hearts?  II Cor. 1:3-4;    II Cor. 4:11-12; Ps. 119:67,71
Application

1 As you have gone through times of suffering, have you become “better” or “bitter”?     

2 Can you point to times when your crises in life brought you closer to God?
